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SENATOR COORDSEN: I don't know what a soliloquy is, but I
suppose a swan song might be somewhat appropriate. Senator 
Chambers noted something that I do hope that people paid 
attention to. And what Senator Chambers noted was that the only 
way this Legislature is able to function is when we look at 
issues and agree or not agree, and I will second Senator
Chambers' comment that we have agreed far more times than what 
we have disagreed. And we hear many times and generally promote 
it on some newspaper page about rural-urban split and that sort 
of thing. All of the good that's been done in the Legislature 
has not been done by the rural people, whatever that definition 
is. All of the good in the Legislature has not been done by the 
urban people, whatever that definition is. The good that's been 
done by the Legislature over time has came from the 
statesmanship of the members of the Legislature without taking a 
parochial view. This bill is so designed to be out of my
control. It becomes the property of the Legislature. We have 
identified a problem, we have identified an ongoing problem. 
Whether the bill advances to final reading or not this morning, 
and it would appear from the last vote that unanimity is not its 
fate, but the issue will not go away. In those issues that were 
of statewide import in the past, where the Legislature refused 
to listen to what the voice of their constituency said, 
ultimately, ultimately that constituency through the power of 
initiative petition did do what needed to be done. When the 
Legislature passes on the opportunity to create a cohesive 
system that is constitutional, that does meet a test of 
rationality, and pass that up, we have term limits, we have a
number of other things that have crept into our constitution by
petition. I'm not going to be part of that because I don't 
believe in making constitutional amendments by petition. I 
think it's too important a document to do that. But this bill 
does, in fact, meet all of those tests. It is positioned in 
such a way that the body of this Legislature would be able in 
the next legislative session, a full two-year session, to make 
whatever modifications they might find necessary, but I share 
with you that there are probably not very many. Senator Landis 
and I co-opted on the workers' comp reform. I don't believe 
there's been any modifications of that necessary, and it met 
with a lot of resistance. Senator Thompson...
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